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The national emblems and 
flags of the USSR and 
the Union Republics 


L that form the USSR occup 


peaceful labour. The i 


sixth of the 


irth’s surface 


million squ 
population of 241,748,000. 

Each republic has its state 
language which is used at schools 
and in legal procedure. Laws are 

of the sovereign republic. Each 
criminal codes, as well as the 


Supreme Soviet (parliament) a 
has Council of Ministers (gove 

Each sovereign republic has 


o all of these 
i the union of 
:rs engaged in 


the Soviet national emblem. 

Right from the creation of the 
Soviet Army (in 1918) the red 
five-point star became the symbol 
of the armed forces of the re- 

And the red star, which is part 
of the state emblem, symbolizes 
our military power and the in¬ 
violability of our frontiers. 

The rising sun is the symbol of 
faith in the bright future of 
mankind (the globe is the symbol 
of mankind). The ears of corn 
stand for the fertility of the 
mother earth, the symbol of 
peaceful labour. 

The union of the fifteen equal 
i republics is symbolized 


☆ 

A 


The Coaf of Arms and the flag on 
fhis page are the official state symbols 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub¬ 
lics (USSR). Their description is given 
in Articles 143 and 144 of the Consti¬ 
tution of the USSR. Constitution Day, 
December 5, is a national holiday in 
this country. 
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A series of postage stamps with 
olychrome miniatures is devoted 
o the history of Soviet aircraft 




il craft (the ANT-2) to the 
supersonic passengers plane, 


of a block and eight stamps, 
designed by Anatoli Aksamit. 
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The Kirghiz 

Soviet Socialist 
Republic 

from the SOVIET PRESS 


In the Ala-Tau, midst peaks clad in snow , 

The Kirghiz have lived for centuries past 
In uplands and valleys where swift rivers flow, 
Grazing their herds in meadows vast. 

Mountain peaks thrust into the sky, 

Against the blue shine dazzling white. 

In Tien-Sban's depths gold sinews lie, 

By rocks imprisoned from the light. 

‘Neath the mountains endless pastures roll, 

And spread with a shaggy, sparkling mane 
The summits tower o'er vale and knoll. 

Lift up your eyes to heaven's bowl — 

The beauty of our land extol. 



























■Ill 
















' IS:Si 

1968 - 2,374 




















ail • 




































Pishpek Hospital, ft_ r 
Kirghiz into hospital. The 

Pishpek would be^Tena 
assistant’s ron, who^ proved to bi 

fighter for Soviet power ii 
Central Asia, and the little adob( 
cottage in which the Frunz. 
family lived would become ; 


I 


KIRGHIZ SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 



100 re beds er and n fifte^ ,S dTCtors W for 
the whole of Kirghizia. Smallpox, 
plague and cholera raged . .. 

Now the republic has 284 
hospitals with 28,500 beds, 220 

ternity and child welfare centres, 
766 first-aid and midwifery 
stations, 224 maternity homes, 56 
sanitary-epidemiology stations, 
174 chemist shops and 13 sana- 
toriums; there are more than 5,000 
doctors and 20,000 auxiliary 
medical personnel. 

The first festival of Kirghiz 
literature and art was held in 
Moscow in 1939. For many this 
was a revelation. Six theatres from 
Kirghizia gave performances of 

national drama and opera,^and 




folk instrument orchestras won 

audience ofthe capital. dlSCerD “ B 
Now works by Chingiz Aitma¬ 
tov, a Kirghiz writer who holds 
the Lenin Prize, have been trans¬ 
lated into 44 languages. The film 
Sky of Our Childhood (Kirghiz 
Film Studio) received the Grand 
Prix at a film festival in Prenta 
(Italy) in 1969, while A Shot in 
Karash Pass received the second 
prize at the All-Union Film 
Festival in 1970. The Karamolo 
State Folk Instrument Orchestra, 
the singer Artyk Myrzavayev, the 
actor Ashirali Botaliyev, and the 
ballerina Bibisara Beishenaliyeva 
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Afghanistan, Italy and Ceylon; 
examples of Kirghiz national 

bossed and applique leatherwork, 
articles of felt, and chased and 

EXPO-70. 


racing, shooting at^a target while 
lances, and “pursuing the bride”. 


The Mongolians call 
Nor, which means “ 
ing”. On die 


of tl 


of ii 


lake 


e° ‘ nlyk-Kd, 

capital, and the 
n of Osh-this is 


And, finally, the lake 
Dzhit-Kul — “Fragrant LaKe . it 

flowering orchards and sweet 
smelling woods. 

Amongst the high mountain 
lakes of the world, Issyk-Kul is 
second in size (2,400 sq. miles) 
only to Lake Titicaca (South 


It really . 
does not freeze in winter. It 
a very beautiful lake. 

“The dark green surfa 
Issyk-Kul with its sapphire 


lake- 


heard of 
had Yap: 


j of Lake 

young man named Geneva,” the outstanding geo- 
lerly bey who had grapher Pyotr Semyonov-Tien- 
rl’s beauty, decided shansky wrote in 1857. “The 
>r his wife and he slopes of the Tien-Shan moun- 
i up and thrown tains, thickly covered with fir 
Then Altyn-Chach trees, drop steeply to the ‘Warm 
rom her breast and Lake’, imparting to it with its own 
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Men on the 
Cultural Scene 

RISING 
KIRGHIZ 
FILM DIRECTOR 




Italian film festival, last year, 
with his first feature film, THE 
SKY OF OUR CHILDHOOD. 
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The people of Kirghizia are particularly fond of meat and pastry 
dishes. These are usually made with lamb and are generously flavoured 
with garlic and pepper. 

Today, we present some recipes from the chef of the Kirghiz restau- 
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A Revolution in 
Foundiy Work 































"AEROBATICS" 


Irina Rodnina and Alexei Ulanov of the Soviet Union 
made figure-skating history when they won the pairs 
skating event at the world figure skating championships 
at Colorado Springs in February last year—they were the 
first to get away with it at first try since the championships 
started seventy years ago. 

They kept the title in March this year at Ljubljana, 
Yugoslavia. 

Here Irina and Alexei are interviewed by Gerard 
Yelensky, a sports columnist. 



ON ICE 


Question: How did you get 
started in ice-skating? 

Irina: When I was eighteen 
months old I developed TB, and 

wdkTon'frtsty daylTom'akeTt 
more interesting for me they 



at the local amusement park for 

through my school years, reached 
quite a good standard, and began 

for my father was a commis¬ 
sioned officer. 







“AEROBATICS” i 
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Alexei: I'd say it’s the other 
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BEETHOVEN 


BEETHOVEN 
is Dear to Us... 



On the Occasion oi the 200th Anniversary 
of the Great German Composer’s Birth 



opulari 


ir Nikolai** 


ven’s death rejected the basic 
principles of Beethoven’s sympho- 
nicism which contained breadth, 
life-affirming pathos, profound 
ideas and thoughts. Not until the 
appearance of Tchaikovsky with 
his genius, and the powerful 
Borodin, was the symphony reborn 
and developed in a new way, in 
all its many-faceted beauty. 

In Russia, too, Beethoven found 
inspired interpreters. Anton Ru- 


ven’s symphonic works. When 
famous Russian composers, such 
as Rimsky-Korsakoff, Balakirev, 
Glazounov, appeared before 

formers, they invariably included 
Beethoven in their repertoire. 


cated and purposeful dissemina¬ 
tion. In February 1921 — that is, 
only some three years after the 

— a Beethoven Concert Hall was 
opened on the premises of the 
Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow. 
Speaking on the occasion, the first 
People’s Commissar (minister) for 
Education, Anatoli Lunacharsky, 

“...we are present at the 
opening of the Beethoven Concert 
Hall which was formerly the 
czar’s private foyer — completely 
inaccessible to the public. This 
Hall is one of the most exquisite 
and musically perfect in Moscow. 

isolated incident. Beethoven is to 


people’s 


teeded 





















Music 

tor the Workers: 
Then and Now 


LITERATURNAYA ROSSIA 


T here is no orchestra on the 
platform, and no audience in 
the hall, but it seems to me as I 
stand in the gallery of the Grand 
Hall of the Leningrad Philhar¬ 
monic Society that the white 
columns and the organ’s silver 
pipes are echoing with soft fluid 
notes, each column and each pipe 

clear music to the harmony. 

It is an illusion I have often 
experienced in empty concert 
halls where the music of long- 

sounding eternally. As the organ 
pipes sing, one envisions far-off 
impressions, gained only from old 
photographs and documents. 
There is the scarlet slogan spread 


for the Proletariat”. There on the 
platform is Anatoli Lunacharsky, 
People’s Commissar for Public 
Education. Alongside him are 

in its early days. The halfis filled 
with workers. 

What I am seeing in my imagi- 

place in 1921, the year the first 
Soviet Philharmonic Society came 
into being. I recall that Krasnaya 
Gazeta (Red Newspaper) re¬ 
ported another event, in October 
1925. It said that the club of the 
Krasny Putilovets plant had 
proved too small to accommodate 
all who wanted to crowd into it 
to hear the first symphony con- 














Dickens 
in Russia 




An Incident With Dickens 

(A story) 










Leo Tolstoy Reads 
Charles Dickens 
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The Aim 
of Life 

(continued from 
November issue) 
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were still in production be utilised, the attack was postponed 
until July 5. The Tigers and Panthers were that “secret weapon” 
which the Hitlerites boasted to the whole world was their key 
to victory on the Eastern front. 

The postponement was a boon, especially useful for us in 
aviation, as in the beginning of June 1943 we quite unexpectedly 
ran into trouble. 

At the last moment, when our forces were preparing to re¬ 
pulse the new enemy advance, we learned that the YAKs 
received by the front from our eastern plants and which made 
up the vast majority of the fighter planes in the Kursk area, 
were not battle-worthy. 

On June 3, Dementyev, Vice-Commissar of aviation and the 
man responsible for serial production, and myself were called 
into Supreme Command Headquarters. 

Besides Stalin, Marshals Vasilevsky and Voronov were present. 
As soon as we entered the room we saw remnants of a cracked 
fabric wing skin on the desk. Ahead of us lay an unpleasant 

The trouble was that the wing skin of the YAKs produced 

in the air. There had been several such cases. The cause was the 
poor quality of the nitro-paint delivered by one chemical plant 
in the Urals where they had substituted hastily tested ingredients. 

The paint was unstable, quickly affected by atmospheric con¬ 
ditions which made it crack and the fabric of the wing then 
separated from the plywood. 

We were already aware of the defect and were taking all 
measures to correct the fault. 

Pointing to the pieces on the table, Stalin asked: “Do you 
know anything about this?” 

Then he read a report which had been sent him together with 
the remnants, from an airforce unit near Kursk. 

We said we did know of cases where the skin had come apart. 
He interrupted us: 

“What do you mean, cases? The whole of our fighter plane 

skin separating from the wing. The pilots are afraid to fly. 
How has it come about?” 

Stalin took a piece of fabric on which the paint had cracked 
and come off in large patches, showed it to us and said: 

“What’s this?” 

With indignation he continued: 

“Are you aware that this is frustrating an important opera- 
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Orel-Kursk ai 

“How did it_ rr _ 

more heated. “How could y< 
with such a defect? You must ^ w 

need fighter planes as much as we need 
allow such a situation to go on and why y( 
thing about it sooner?” 

We explained that it was impossible tc 
plant when the planes were being 1 
discovered with time, when the planes t 

open skies, exposed to rain, sun and other ai_ 

A, ‘“ ' was impossible to detect the fault 
fas built it was shipped to the front, 
so angry, 
it the plant?” 

only discovered at the front, in the 


r e felt terrible at 
it happen?!” Stalin exclaimed, becoming more and 
'U produce several hundred planes 


o detect the fault at the 
"t. It could only be 
>f the hangar 


pheric conditions. Also it 
I had 3 n 




iou mean the fault 
face of the enemy?” 

“Yes, that is so.” 

“Do you know that only the most treacherous enemy could 
have done this. That’s exactly what he would do — he would 
produce fit-looking aircraft that would disintegrate at the front! 
An enemy could have done us no greater harm, could have 
thought of nothing worse. This is work for Hitler.” 

He repeated several times that the most treacherous enemy 
could not have caused greater harm. 

“Do you know that you have put the entire fighter-plane 
force out of commission? Do you know what a service to Hitler 
you have performed? You are Hitlerites!” 

It is hard for anyone to imagine opr state at that moment. 
Dementyev was flushed and nervously twisted a piece of the 
ul-rated wing skin in his hands. 

Several minutes passed in deathly silence. At last, after walk¬ 
ing d ' b^ n “j .£ hou S ht > Stalin calmed down somewhat and 

“What are we going to do?” 

Dementyev stated that we would fix all the planes at once. 

What do you mean by ‘at once’? Within what period?” 

Dementyev thought for a second, exchanged glances with me 
and replied: “Within two weeks.” 

“You’re not fooling me?” 

“No, Comrade Stalin, we’ll do it.” 
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In next 
month’s 
Book Section 



“From the soil of our sacred 
Motherland, Soviet spacecraft, lift¬ 
ed by powerful rockets, will depart 
for space more than once. And each 
flight and each return will mark 
a great celebration of the Soviet 
people and of all forward-looking 
mankind — a victory for reason 
and progress.” 

The above words belong to Sergei Korolyov - chief designer of 
Soviet spacecraft. Pyotr Astashenkov’s book, Sergei Korolyov, is dedi- 
cated to the man’s life and work. A condensed version of the book will 
be published in SPUTNIK’s next issue. 



Soviet Railways 


Dou you really enjoy lugging your luggage 
on and off trains! 

Why do it! 

Take a through-car instead! 

Travel STRAIGHT to Moscow in a Soviet sleeping car. 
Services from 24 capitals in Europe and Asia. 

I * 2 *" ) Soviet Railways 





